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New Toro Field Satellite Gets High Marks for Innovation
Superintendents Praise Flexible Toro Network VP Satellite
ATLANTA (February 9, 2006) – The recent introduction of Toro Irrigation’s revolutionary Network VP (Versatile Platform) Satellite was hailed as a major breakthrough for the golf industry, providing vastly more capabilities than competitive field satellites and twice the capacity—up to 64 stations—as the previous generation Network 8000. Golf course superintendents have praised the technology since its release. 
“We’re on the cutting edge of a whole new kind of satellite with this,” said Brian Zimmerman, director of golf for the Milwaukee County Parks Department. He has installed Network VP satellites at his Brown Deer Golf Club, home to the PGA Tour’s U.S. Bank Championship. “We’re excited about where the Network VP is going for us.”
The new satellite combines modular flexibility, greater capacity, increased programmability and a more intuitive user interface in a single controller, with a number of valuable capabilities never offered before. The uniquely modular Network VP is available from 16 to 64 stations, and can grow in 8-station increments to meet a golf course’s watering needs. Providing a seamless upgrade capability, Network VP was designed as a drop-in replacement for the Network 8000, which is only available with 32 stations. This increased capacity allows users to convert to “single head” control combining precise irrigation coverage with minimal installation expense—a capability that can lead to immediate course condition improvements.
The controller’s 64 programs can each be configured in three ways: as a basic program with a single daily start time; an advanced program with multiple start times per day; or a grow-in option that provides run times in a continuous loop. Network VP can even run up to 32 stations at the same time, reducing the overall watering window so there is more time for golf. All 64 stations may be controlled individually, and each individual station can have its own watering program, ensuring that just the right amount of water is applied to specific areas.
-more-
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“You can do a lot more with these satellites,” said Steve Glossinger, certified golf course superintendent at the Caves Valley Club in Baltimore, Md. “It’s quite impressive with the different irrigation regimens that are possible. I mean, just about any combination of run times you can think of, you can do.”

Other aspects of the Network VP which superintendents appreciate are the unit’s improved surge protection and its highly intuitive, user-friendly interface.

The Network VP can be configured for wireline or radio communication, as well as stand-alone operation. The system also has complete download functionality. All programming created using the SitePro platform can be easily transferred to the satellites. In addition, superintendents can easily make watering adjustments in the field and upload them to the central computer, further maximizing user control and saving on time and labor. 
“It really gives us a lot of choices,” Glossinger added. “It’s going to make things a lot easier.”

About The Toro Company 

The Toro Company (NYSE: TTC) is a leading worldwide provider of outdoor beautification products, support services and integrated solutions. With sales of $1.8 billion in 2005, Toro is committed to providing environmentally responsible products of customer-valued quality and innovation. Since 1914, the company has built a tradition of excellence around a number of strong brands that serve a customer base that includes golf course superintendents, groundskeepers, sports field managers, landscape and irrigation contractors, fruit and vegetable growers, and homeowners. The Toro Company is headquartered at 8111 Lyndale Avenue in Bloomington, Minn. Visit the company website at www.thetorocompany.com.
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