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New Toro Decoder Control System Offers Advanced Technology, Industry-Leading Station Count
ATLANTA (February 9, 2006) – The Toro Company today introduced its new Golf Decoder Control (GDC) system, a cost-effective expandable network of buried controllers for golf course and commercial applications. Users can choose between two versions—a stand-alone unit with a 200-station capacity and a PC-based system that can operate up to 3,200 stations using Toro’s SitePro central control software. Available in spring 2006, the decoder system will be on display in Toro’s booth (#2309) at the Golf Industry Show in Atlanta, Feb. 9-11. 

“Our new decoder technology is an affordable irrigation control solution,” said John Dalman, Toro’s international golf irrigation product manager. “The system consists of a central control unit and any number of input and output decoders, which communicate with the central unit to perform the irrigation activities you specify. In addition to being less expensive to install than traditional satellite control systems, the system’s 2-wire decoders are buried underground, eliminating the aesthetic issues of having controller boxes throughout a golf course.”

As its name suggests, the SitePro Network GDC system operates using the latest version of Toro’s SitePro central control system software. This PC-based system is expandable up to 3,200 stations. 

The stand-alone GDC system provides users with a 200-station capacity and features 10 watering programs, a diagnostic program to test decoders and irrigation schedules, a real-time clock, and non-volatile memory to retain information in the event of a power outage. The interface for the stand-alone version employs the same simple and intuitive design as Toro’s Network VP Satellite. 

Both versions of the decoder system provide additional features to ensure optimal operation. To reduce system failures, Toro equipped it with poly fuse circuit protection. 
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“Because the decoders are hardwired to one another, one inoperable decoder could potentially affect the entire system,” Dalman said. “In order to avoid that, we used the poly fuse circuit protection so that if something goes wrong with any one of the decoders in the network, it takes itself offline. This ensures that the rest of the system continues to operate without interruption.”

In addition, the system functions using an innovative latching solenoid—a waterproof design that is compatible with all of Toro’s valves. “Using this technology requires power to be sent for a very short period of time to latch the solenoid on,” Dalman said. “This way you have less power on the 2-wire path, saving energy and allowing for the use of smaller wires and the operation of more valves simultaneously. It also eliminates the need to calculate the size of the wire used.”

A major improvement over existing decoder systems, Toro also worked to provide the GDC control system with advanced lightning protection—the best offered in the industry. Decoders for this system are available in one, two or four station outputs.

For more information about Toro’s new decoder control system, contact a local authorized Toro Irrigation distributor; call 800-664-4740 or visit www.toro.com; or stop by Toro’s booth (#2309) during the Golf Industry Show in Atlanta on Feb. 9-11.

About The Toro Company 

The Toro Company (NYSE: TTC) is a leading worldwide provider of outdoor beautification products, support services and integrated solutions. With sales of $1.8 billion in 2005, Toro is committed to providing environmentally responsible products of customer-valued quality and innovation. Since 1914, the company has built a tradition of excellence around a number of strong brands that serve a customer base that includes golf course superintendents, groundskeepers, sports field managers, landscape and irrigation contractors, fruit and vegetable growers, and homeowners. The Toro Company is headquartered at 8111 Lyndale Avenue in Bloomington, Minn. Visit the company website at www.thetorocompany.com.
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