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Toro Introduces Convenient Underground Irrigation for Bunkers, Tees
New DL2000 Drip Irrigation System Provides More Efficiency, Less Labor
ATLANTA (February 9, 2006) – Toro has announced the introduction of the DL2000® Series Subsurface Irrigation System for golf courses. This latest irrigation solution offers all of the benefits Toro emphasizes: efficient distribution and conservation of water, user convenience, and better course conditions for golfers.

Toro has actually provided subsurface irrigation technology in landscape and agriculture for several years; bringing it to the golf industry is a significant move. 
“There really isn’t a course out there that hasn’t struggled with hard-to-water areas, such as tee boxes and edges of bunkers,” said Michele Baird, product marketing manager for Toro. “They’re usually hand-watering those areas, and that may cause problems in bunkers. It’s also not a good use of time. This system provides a highly effective, easy and practical solution for those issues.”

DL2000 subsurface irrigation uses underground polyethylene tubing with regularly spaced inline emitters to apply precise amounts of water directly to the turfgrass root zones. That makes it possible to maintain optimum soil moisture all the time, while reducing water lost to wind and evaporation. Around bunkers, it also avoids problems of wet sand and erosion.

Even better, underground DL2000 irrigation systems eliminate the problem of interfering with golfers’ play.
“Now you can schedule irrigation at the exact rates and times you need for your turf demands and soil conditions – even while golfers are teeing off,” said Bill Carroll, district manager of drip irrigation for Toro. 
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Installing a DL2000 System—at a depth of 1-6 inches—is quick and easy. The network hooks into an existing control system and operates with its own control valve. Installation usually takes less than a day.

To further simplify it, Toro offers the DL2000 System in complete, ready-to-install kits. All the parts needed to implement most systems come in one box, with easy-to-follow instructions. There are four separate DL2000 System kits: one to use around a single bunker, another for multiple bunkers, one for tee boxes, and another for additional zones. The Tee Box Kit includes Toro’s built-in Airjection® system, which provides underground aeration. This unique feature aerates soil by injecting micro-bubbles into the water using existing pressure.

DL2000 also features Toro’s patented ROOTGUARD® technology, which impregnates the DL2000 emitters with Treflan® herbicide to form a non-toxic chemical barrier that prevents root intrusion.

“For us, it’s been a homerun,” said Dan Hawkins, golf course superintendent at the Flying Horse Club in Colorado Springs, Colo., where DL2000 systems are installed on fairway bunkers. “It’s really cut down our hand-watering costs. It’s a win-win.”

About The Toro Company 

The Toro Company (NYSE: TTC) is a leading worldwide provider of outdoor beautification products, support services and integrated solutions. With sales of $1.8 billion in 2005, Toro is committed to providing environmentally responsible products of customer-valued quality and innovation. Since 1914, the company has built a tradition of excellence around a number of strong brands that serve a customer base that includes golf course superintendents, groundskeepers, sports field managers, landscape and irrigation contractors, fruit and vegetable growers, and homeowners. The Toro Company is headquartered at 8111 Lyndale Avenue in Bloomington, Minn. Visit the company website at www.thetorocompany.com.
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